
Silica Compliance Flowchart

Use alternative control  
measures for compliance.

CHOOSE ONE

Yes

Action Level (AL):
25 μg/m3, 8-Hour time-weighted  
average (TWA)

Permissible Exposure Limit (PEL):  
50 μg/m3, 8-Hour TWA

Prohibited Actions (unless infeasible):
1. Dry sweeping
2. Compressed air for cleaning
3. Dry brushing

**Mandatory Actions
(when exposure is above the AL  
or when following Table 1):
 

1. Establish a written exposure  
    control plan
2. Designate a competent person
3. Offer medical surveillance
4. Train workers
5. Keep records
6. Restrict housekeeping

Scheduled Sampling

Your initial monitoring is…

Performance Option
(objective data*  

and/ or sampling)

Your objective data  
and/or sampling is…

Below the AL

You are in  
compliance 
Re-assess if  

anything  
changes.

Repeat  
sampling  

every six (6)  
months to  
remain in  

compliance.

If two (2) consecutive  
measurements are  

below the AL, discontinue  
monitoring for those employees.

Use engineering and work practice controls, to the  
extent feasible, to limit employee exposures to the  

PEL and supplement the controls with respiratory  
protection as a last resort. Follow **

Repeat  
sampling  

every three (3)  
months  

to remain in 
compliance.

You are in  
compliance 
Re-assess if  

anything  
changes.

Above the PELBetween the  
AL and the PEL

Above the AL and 
below the PEL

You are in  
compliance

(follow**)

You are in  
compliance

(follow**)

Above the PEL Below the PEL

You are NOT  
in compliance

You are NOT  
in compliance

*Objective Data: Information from industry-wide surveys demonstrating employee exposure to respirable crystalline silica associated with a process, task or activity.  
The data must reflect workplace conditions resembling work practices and environmental conditions in the employer’s current operations.

Are you following Table 1? Yes

No

You are in  
compliance (follow**)

Standard does 
 not apply

1.888.250.1830 | WWW.CORESAFETY.COM |                    |

Are workers exposed to  
airborne silica dust?

No


